
veterinary services for the 

public as well as quality 
care for the GCHS 

animals. Watch your 

monthly newsletter for  

GCHS updates from 
Patricia in her column:   

“Pat and Riley’s 
Roundup”!  

The Gulf Coast Humane 

Society is pleased to 
announce the addition of 

Patricia Dickey as 

Executive Director. Patricia 

has been active in the not-
for-profit sector of Fort 

Myers since she moved 

here in 2004, having 

worked with the Greater 

Fort Myers Chamber of 
Commerce as Director of 

Special Events. An avid 

animal lover, Patricia 

found herself without a pet 
upon arriving at GCHS. 

That quickly changed 

when a charming, yet very 
weak and sick black 

Labrador Retriever puppy 

was abandoned at the 

shelter. Today he is a 
healthy boy named Riley 

who is usually under her 

desk! 

Patricia is looking forward 

to new and exciting plans 
and a bright future for 

GCHS. Expansion is a key 

project down the road 

along with low cost 
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Everyone loves the 4th of July—-but pets are not as enthusiastic as their human 

counterparts. Here are a few tips to keep your pets safe and secure during this festive 

holiday. 

· Resist the urge to take your pet to fireworks displ ays. �
· Do not leave your pet in the car.  With only hot air to breathe inside a car, your pet can suffer 
serious health effects—even death—in a few short minutes. Partially opened windows do not 
provide sufficient air, but they do provide an opportunity for your pet to be stolen.�
· Keep your pets indoors at home in a sheltered, quie t area.  Some animals can become 
destructive when frightened, so be sure that you've removed any items that your pet could destroy 
or that would be harmful to your pet if chewed. Leave a television or radio playing at normal volume 
to keep him company while you're attending Fourth of July picnics, parades, and other celebrations.�
· If you know that your pet is seriously distressed b y loud noises like thunder, consult 
with your veterinarian before July 4th  for ways to help alleviate the fear and anxiety he or she will 
experience during fireworks displays.�
· Never leave pets outside unattended, even in a fenc ed yard or on a chain.  In their fear, 
pets who normally wouldn't leave the yard may escape and become lost, or become entangled in 
their chain, risking injury or death.�
· Make sure your pets are wearing identification tags  so that if they do become lost, they 

can be returned promptly.  Animals found running at-large should be taken to the local animal 
shelter, where they will have the best chance of being reunited with their owners�

Riley, a five month old lab mix is 
a familiar face at GCHS! 
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only answer that matters is 
what you decide you would 
like your dog to do instead!        
 Once you choose your 
alternate behavior (anything 
you don’t want your dog to do, 
you must teach him what you 
would like him to do instead), 
remember that dogs only do 
what works! If jumping on 
people get squeals, and 
pushing, and excitement 
(mind you-not all of it may be 
positive!) that actually equals 
getting attention to a dog! If 
you only acknowledge your 
dog, or let any one else 
acknowledge your dog unless 
his butt is on the floor, then 
your dog will soon learn what 
works best in order to get the 
attention he wants. Don’t 
forget to reward your dog with 
yummy little treats to make 
trying to stay still worth while.
 A solid “sit” is a great 
foundation, but it won’t help 
you if your dog is under 
exercised! Before you 

practice, or have company 
over, make sure your dog’s 
energy level is not at a peak 
high or you’ll set everyone up 
to fail. Keep your dog on a 
leash, and practice sitting 
when ever you meet 
someone. Only reward and 
praise if your dog is sitting. If 
he jumps up ignore him, and/
or have your guest walk away. 
Practice everywhere, in low 
distractions first –like on a 
quiet walk, and then add more 
exciting situations like walking 
through a pet friendly store. 
Once you have a good base 
of calm greetings, you can try 
your most stimulating 
situations like having company 
over to your house!                  
 I want to warn you…the 
hardest part of training this 
alternate behavior won’t be 
with your dog…It will be with 
the humans! Tell them your 
puppy is in training and to 
please not pay attention to 
your dog ! 

Dear Kelly, 

 How do I stop my dog from 
jumping up on people? 

That is one of the most 
common questions I get! Our 
four legged friends are always 
so excited to see us, and the 
adoration is lovely, but 
sometimes being clobbered 
and slobbered on isn’t always 
fun! Training your dog to 
“greet” nicely takes practice, 
but can be done with patience 
and most importantly –
consistency.  Nobody wants 
their dog to jump on 
people….but the real question 
is: What would I like my dog to 
do instead? Would you like 
him to sit quietly at your side? 
(Most of you I can hear 
scream YES!) Would you like 
her to lie down? Would you 
like to send your dog to a 
“place” or “mat” as guests 
enter your home? There is no 
right or wrong answer, the 
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“Nobody wants 

their dog to 

jump on 

people….but 

the real 

question is: 

What would I 

like my dog to 

do instead?” �
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